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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Round 3 PPP Funding Available to Queensland Water Service Providers
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LGAQ have advised that a significant number of places are still available for training through the Productivity Places Program funding which is open to all water service providers.  Ongoing reform in South East Queensland has made it difficult for some entities to use those spots set aside for them some time ago.

The attached spreadsheet shows the list of eligible qualifications (all certificate IV and higher across a number of disciplines), and the important conditions are that students must be enrolled by 30 June 2011 and be able to complete within 12 months.  The spreadsheet is also available on our website www.qldwater.com.au  under Projects and Training.  LGAQ have a bit over a week left to finalise any new contracts so if you are interested, act now.
The process and important points to note (apologies for the acronyms):

· PPP provides 85% of the cost of delivery (based on standard market rates) – the employer pays the remaining 15% up front - on or before enrolment to the RTO. 

· You choose the RTO and obtain a quote - then provide details including number of students to LGAQ.  The RTO must be listed on NTIS as having scope of registration in the qualification you have selected and they also must have AVETMIS compliant software in place (don’t worry too much about this - LGAQ will check).

· A contract is then issued with your preferred RTO and the process of enrolment can begin.

· You need to check with RTOs that they can deliver within the 12 month timeframe.  

· You also need to have a conversation with your potential participants to make sure they understand the level of time, effort and commitment that this training will entail.  That is, the individual participants must agree to the best of their ability if funded, to actually complete the qualification to avoid wasting places.

The LGAQ contact is 

Gabrielle Dorward

LGAQ - Manager PPP Brokerage Agreement

Email: Gabrielle_Dorward@lgaq.asn.au
Ph: 07 3000 2129  - mobile:  0427 678 596

Feel free to contact qldwater if you require more information about water operations training.  While we are not advocating any particular providers, our understanding is that Simmonds and Bristow are currently already offering a Cert IV and Diploma, Wide Bay TAFE has recently commenced a Diploma program and various other RTOs were in the process of developing qualifications through this package and may now be ready to deliver.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Barcoo Shire Council Wins “Best of the West Water Taste Test”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Barcoo Shire Council has been awarded the “Best Tasting Water” title for the water it supplies to the community of Jundah, at the qldwater 2011 Water Conference held in Carpentaria.   

                                                                       

This is the first year that the competition has been held and we are encouraged by the interest from the local service providers across the state who wish to raise the profile of the valuable community role they play in delivering water services.  The 2011 competition was open to a small group of seven regional western Queensland communities who took part in  qldwater’s regional Water Connections Tour, but next year it would be expanded to include other councils and regions.  The competition was a light hearted way to promote this essential service provided to regional communities and profile the great work of our local authorities in delivering quality water services to their communities. 

A panel of industry peers and water experts judged the taste testing competition.  Water samples, which had been collected and stored on ice, were served at room temperature and assessed on criteria including flavour, aroma and after taste. Judges drank from glasses identified only by a number.  

The competition was part of the annual Water Connections Tour, sponsored by Dial Before You Dig, which provides remote and regional communities with face-to-face opportunities to gain vital technical expertise, advice and guidance from a delegation of leading water specialists and government water representatives.

Entries for next year’s competition can register their interest by emailing enquiry@qldwater.com.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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